CANTERBURY
In the year of grace one thousand one hundred and
seventy four, by the just but occult judgment of God,
the church of Christ at Canterbury was consumed by
fire, in the forty-fourth year from its dedication^ that
glorious choir, to wit, which had been so magnificently
completed by the care and industry of Prior Conrad.
Now the manner of the burning and repair was as
follows. In the aforesaid year, on the nones of September,
at about the ninth hour, and during an extraordinary
violent south wind, a fire broke out before the gate of
the church, and outside the walls of the monastery, by
which three cottages were half destroyed. From thence,
while the citizens were assembling and subduing the
fire, cinders and sparks carried aloft by the high wind,
were deposited upon the church, and being driven by the
fury of the wind between the joints of the lead, remained
there amongst the half rotten planks, and shortly glowing
with increasing heat, set fire to the rotten rafters; from
these the fire was communicated to the larger beams and
their braces, no one yet perceiving or helping. For the
well-painted ceiling below, and the sheet-lead covering
above, concealed between them the fire that had arisen
within.
Meanwhile the three cottages, whence the mischief
had arisen, being destroyed, and the popular excitement
having subsided, everybody went home again, while the
neglected church was consuming with internal fire un-
known to all. But beams and braces burning, the flames
rose to the slopes of the roof; and the sheets of lead
yielded to the increasing heat and began to melL Thus
the raging wind, finding a freer entrance, increased the
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